
Kick-start of Fossil Fuel Free Växjö  
back in the 1990s 



 Växjö 
 

• Population ~83 000 

• Forests and 200 
lakes 

• Centre of trade and 
education 

• 8 000 companies  
 
 



Lake Trummen 
(restoration 1970-1971) 

 
Before restoration  

 

 

 

After restoration 

It all started with the lakes… 



1980 The first steps towards a fossil 
fuel free Växjö were taken  

 
1995 Co-operation with SSNC started 
 
1996 Political decision on Fossil fuel 

free Växjö 



Fossil Fuel Free Växjö 

• The global climate change – we            

   take our responsibility 

• To show that it is possible to    

   achieve results on local level 

• To show that you don’t have to  

   wait for international agreements 

• Sustainable growth and   

   development of regional business 
Happy politicians 



Fossil Fuel Free…. 

• Why should we do it? 

• Is it possible? 

• What will the companies say? 

• What will the citizens say? Worried politician 



Formula for success 

• Political consensus – decisions 
 

• Good relations between politicians 
and staff 

 
• Broad collaboration and networks 
 
• Resources  - financial support 

 



Fossil Fuel Free Växjö – the policy 

• Unanimous political decision in 1996: Växjö shall become Fossil Fuel Free 
 
• Focus both on renewable energy sources and efficient use of energy 
 
• We take our local share of a global challenge 
 

 

Växjö’s biggest PV plant 



Växjö’s targets for the geographical area 

• The CO2 emissions per capita shall be reduced by 55 % between 1993 and 
2015  
 

• Växjö shall be fossil fuel free (-100 % CO2) by 2030 
 

• The energy use per capita shall be reduced by 15 % between 2008 and 2015 
 

Passive houses in Växjö 



Växjö and Covenant of Mayors 

• The City of Växjö signed the Covenant of Mayors in 2008 
 

• Växjö’s CO2 target within the CoM is -65 % per capita between 1993 and 2020 
 

• Växjö’s Sustainable Energy Action Plan is based on the Fossil Fuel Free Växjö 
strategy and the Final Report of the Local Climate Commission 
 

• A new Energy Plan is being developed for the moment, and will replace the 
existing SEAP 
 



Cooperation between the City of Växjö and  
Energy Agency of Southeast Sweden (ESS) 

• Cooperation in arranging energy and climate conferences 
 >>> Local, regional, national and international conferences 
 

• The Local Climate Commission 2007 – input of expertise from ESS 
 >>> Final report of the Commission = Växjö’s SEAP 
 

• ESS was the Technical Coordinator in the EU-project SESAC 
 >>> Construction of energy efficient buildings in Växjö 
 

• ”Climate smart city centre” 
  >>> ESS, City of Växjö among others, develop Växjö’s city centre to become  
 more climate friendly and energy efficient 
 

• Energy balances and CO2 monitoring 
  >>> The method developed by Växjö is transferred to other municipalities in the 
 region, and is also used by the ESS 



Economic growth and CO2

0

500

1 000

1 500

2 000

2 500

3 000

3 500

4 000

4 500

5 000

19931994199519961997199819992000200120022003200420052006200720082009

CO2/inh, kg

0

50 000

100 000

150 000

200 000

250 000

300 000

350 000

400 000

GDP/inh, SEK



0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Total Transports Heating Electricity Target 2015 Target 2030

-34 % 

CO2 emission per capita in Växjö, kg 



www.vaxjo.se 
www.vaxjo.se/english 
Thank you for listening! 

 



Thank you 

ENNEREG - Regions paving the way for a Sustainable Energy Europe is supported by the Intelligent 
Energy - Europe programme under Contract No: IEE/09/250.661/S12.558228 
 
The sole responsibility for the content of this presentation lies with the authors. It does not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the European Union of other members of the ENNEREG Project Consortium. Neither 
the European Commission nor the authors are responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained herein. 
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